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Window

The accident

There was 1 traghc reminder
recently of the dangers of
children playing near glass
windows., A 12-year-old
schoolgin died from injuries .
received when she leapt onto a
seal 1o catch a nethall and izl
through a classroom window,

The nethall cowrts were close o
the school buildings and the
classroom windows, a distance

ol 5.6 melres, Seals wene H R s g R : =
positioned just below the Aren wivern tha aecident occirred showing e praximity of B oourt b Bie windows.

windows, The lower row of windows was 2. Replace drawn glass with safety glass: I

1.3 meires from ground kevel bul a pupdl stunding e oiheEr 11[;|j';|m are possible, Nt safety

OF juimping up on the seals which wers 3343 nun alass (o a height of 2 metres as gpecified in

high, could casily reach the windows, NZ Standard NZS 4223: 1993 Purt 3 and

The windows were of 3 mm thick drawn shect Lreat Lhe area concemed as ane in which

giss, a type which would shatter into sharp vigarous sporting or specialist aclivities

jagged fragments on impact. tiake Mace and where there is a high risk of
human impact with the glass.

Action fﬂlluning the accident 3. Erect barriers: This is (o prevent pupils
from contacting the glass.

The school was requested to énsure puplls did not

CarTy out vigorous activitics in front of the What should schools be doi ng?

classrooms involved until measures aimed at

preventing further similar sccidonts had heen The Ministry of Education has prepared a circular
implemented, _ for boards of trustces and school principals
rogarding the examination and upgrade of glass in
schoals which sets out the actions the Minisury
requires all slate schools o undertake 4s o result

The tollowing options were suggested to the
school by O5H prior to the Coroner's bearing:

1. lsolate playing areas: Consider moving ol the Coroner’s findings and recommendations,
playing areas o o safe distance [rom the While these actions are not identical 1o the
glass windows, aplions suggested by OSH in respect of the
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schiool involved, OSH Rully supports the actions  oplion, other more cost-effective solutions, such
sed out by the Ministry, Thess include a5 relermed o ahove, eould b congidered,
identifying, eliminating, isolating and minimising

ny hazards witl cl o windows or glozing,
amy Wil respe wWindow: i ] Dsl'lﬂsﬂﬂtﬂ

Schools may approach OSH for assistance in
underlaking ihe sctions required, but should DO5H i= continuing @ lHalse with the School
contact the Minisiry in the first instance. Trustess Associution and the Ministry of

. i ) | BEducation in respect of their legal obligations
OSH wrges all schools 0 consider their particular towards sehool staft and pupils under the Health
circumstances in relation to the proximity of play | 4 Safety in Employment Act 1992 and is
and seating areas o glass windovs and the available to assist both organisations in their
potential for an accident to occur, cndeaviurs 1o ensure that sech an accident dnes

While the fitting of safety glass would he a costly | not ocour again,
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